
GENERAL EDUCATION 3.0 COMPONENTS AND REQUIREMENTS 
 
All General Educa�on Classes must: 
 

a. Clearly and specifically meet at least one General Educa�on Program Goal 
b. Clearly iden�fy at least two student learning outcomes (SLOs) linked to the Program Goals being 

met by the class and ideally to student work in the syllabus 
 
CURRICULAR COMPONENT: 
Please note that each course may be in only one component of the curriculum. 
 
Quan�ta�ve Literacy 
 
Quan�ta�ve Literacy courses are required to meet all of the following criteria: 

a. The course will focus on how to recognize situa�ons where quan�ta�ve methods can be used to 
model and solve problems, and employ appropriate tools (specifically technology) in 
formula�ng, analyzing, and solving those problems. 

b. The course will examine ways to communicate quan�ta�ve ideas and concepts using a variety of 
representa�ons ,including numerical, graphical, and algebraic. 

c. The course will inves�gate how to recognize and draw upon connec�ons between the 
mathema�cal sciences and other disciplines, and between the mathema�cal sciences and life 
experiences. 

 
In addi�on, Quan�ta�ve Literacy courses are required to meet at least one of the following: 

i. The course will examine how to collect and interpret quan�ta�ve data in order to draw 
appropriate inferences, understand the role of chance in data collec�on and sta�s�cal inference, 
and ques�on and validate assump�ons. 

ii. The course will encourage the development of skills in forming generaliza�ons from recognized 
paterns in numerical and spa�al informa�on, and in forming sound arguments using 
quan�ta�ve informa�on and mathema�cal analysis. 

iii. The course will encourage the development number sense and recognize quan�ta�vely 
reasonable and unreasonable solu�ons to problems. 

 
Wellness Literacy 
 
Wellness Literacy courses are required to meet all of the following criteria: 

a. The course will emphasize the assessment of personal and family history to determine individual 
health risk. 

b. The course will facilitate the development of a plan for personal wellness to address specific 
health concerns. 

c. The course will focus on appropriate skills to maintain and/or improve one’s condi�on of 
wellness. 

d. The course will iden�fy poten�al barriers to wellness and develop a plan to overcome those 
barriers. 

e. The course will iden�fy social and cultural influences that impact health on a personal, local, and 
global scale. 

  

https://universitycollege.appstate.edu/programs/general-education-program/program-goals


Science Inquiry 
 
Science Inquiry courses require an explana�on in some detail of how it is integrated into its par�cular 
theme. In addi�on, the course is required to meet all of the following criteria:  

a. The course will discuss how the physical world is interpreted using the scien�fic method. 
b. The course will u�lize an inquiry-based pedagogy through experimenta�on and inferen�al 

analysis. 
c. The course will focus on interpreta�on of scien�fic informa�on and how scien�fic ideas are 

synthesized. 
d. The course will describe how to interpret quan�ta�ve and mathema�cal concepts through data 

in graphical or tabular form. 
e. The course will describe scien�fic findings through an examina�on of contemporary advances in 

science. 
 
Wri�ng in the Discipline 
 
Wri�ng in the Discipline courses are required to meet all of the following criteria:  

a. The course will require students to write in formats appropriate to the discipline. 
b. The course will require reading and analyzing texts to produce effec�ve wri�ng in the discipline. 
c. The course will require students to document correctly in the conven�ons of the discipline. 
d. The course will require students to reflect on the semester's wri�ng and learning with emphasis 

on wri�ng 
 
Senior Capstone 
 
Senior Capstone courses are required to meet all of the following criteria: 

a. The course will require students to write effec�vely in formats appropriate to an advanced level 
of the discipline. 

b. The course will require students to analyze discipline-specific materials to produce effec�ve 
wri�ng at an advanced level in the discipline. 

c. The course will require students to document correctly in the conven�ons of the discipline. 
d. The course will require students to reflect upon undergraduate wri�ng from the perspec�ve of 

the capstone experience. 
 
*Wri�ng in the Discipline and Senior Capstone classes are components of the Ver�cal Wri�ng 
Curriculum. Proposers of classes for these curricular components are strongly encouraged to familiarize 
themselves with the informa�on and resources at: htps://wac.appstate.edu/ver�cal-wri�ng-curriculum. 
  

https://wac.appstate.edu/vertical-writing-curriculum


Sustainability and Climate Literacy (SCL) 
 
Sustainability and Climate Literacy courses are required to meet all of the following criteria: 

a. This course will explore environmental sustainability challenges, including human-caused climate 
change. 

b. The course will examine human-environment interac�ons and rela�onships and their 
implica�ons, such as jus�ce. 

c. implica�ons. 
d. The course will engage students in reflec�on on responsibili�es with respect to environmental 

problems. 
e. The course will examine solu�ons and responses to environmental problems, ranging from local 

to global. 
 
Intercultural Literacy (ICL) 
 
Intercultural Literacy courses are required to meet all of the following criteria: 

a. The course will examine the concepts of diversity and inclusion, ques�ons of responsibility, and 
proposals for change. 

b. The course will provide opportuni�es for cri�cal reflec�on on iden�ty, privilege, oppression, and 
injus�ce. 

c. The course will examine topics from different cultural perspec�ves and encourage students to 
consider the cultural rootedness of their own perspec�ves. 

d. The course will discuss social inequali�es and bias, including their causes, contexts, implica�ons, 
and interrela�onships. 

 
Humanity and Its Systems (HUM) 
 
Humanity and Its Systems courses are required to meet all of the following criteria: 

a. The course will expose students to different perspec�ves on the study of humanity and the 
systems it creates. 

b. The course will explore areas and methodologies primarily in the Humani�es, Social Sciences, 
Communica�on, or Fine Arts. 

c. The course will meet one or more of the four General Educa�on goals: Thinking Cri�cally and 
Crea�vely; Communica�ng Effec�vely; Making Local to Global Connec�ons; and Understanding 
Responsibili�es of Community Membership. 

  



DESIGNATIONS: 
Designa�ons are only applicable to courses that are part of the Sustainability and Climate Literacy (SCL), 
Intercultural Literacy (ICL), or Humanity and Its Systems (HUM) curricular components. Please note that 
a single course may carry no more than one designa�on. 
 

Fine Arts (FA) courses are required to meet all of the following criteria: 
a. The course will focus primarily on works of art, rather than using the fine arts to study some 

other subject. 
b. The course will provide structure and resources which encourage aesthe�c discernment through 

the examina�on of individual works of art. 
c. The course will examine and discuss the rela�onship between specific works of art and their 

historical, cultural, and ar�s�c contexts. 
d. The course will examine methods and concepts related to the structure and composi�on of 

various works of art. 
e. The course will offer insights into the crea�ve process by examining and discussing the 

development and produc�on of various ar�sts. 
f. The course will provide students with the direct recep�ve experience of art in various social and 

cultural contexts. 
 

Historical Studies (HS) courses are required to meet all of the following criteria: 
a. The course will introduce students to historical methodology, the process by which one locates, 

evaluates, and u�lizes primary documents and other evidence to reconstruct and understand 
the past. 

b. The course will provide an understanding of historiography, or the study of the way history has 
been writen. Specifically, they will: 

1. Demonstrate how historical perspec�ves and interpreta�ons evolve over �me; 
2. Explore approaches to assessing and/or reconciling compe�ng perspec�ves. 

c. The course will offer historical perspec�ve to contextualize contemporary issues, examining the 
con�nuum between past and present that is required to understand the complexity and richness 
of the human experience. 

d. The course will offer a cri�cal assessment of the manner in which humans have poli�cally, 
socially, and culturally occupied space across �me. 

 

Literary Studies (LS) courses are required to meet all of the following criteria: 
a. The course will focus primarily on a body of literature, rather than using literature to study some 

other subject. 
b. The primary methodology will be interpreta�on and analysis. 
c. The course will focus on the interpreta�on of the content, rhetoric, and/or aesthe�cs of literary 

texts. 
d. The course will emphasize the study of historical, social, poli�cal, and cultural contexts focusing 

primarily on the understanding of literature.  
 

Social Sciences (SS) 
 

Social Sciences (SS) courses are required to meet all of the following criteria: 
a. The course will examine the behaviors of individuals and/or groups within or between socie�es. 
b. The course will explore social/behavioral science concepts and theories. 
c. The course will examine or u�lize the methods of scien�fic inquiry that guide the 

social/behavioral sciences. 
d. The course will include a cri�cal assessment of the nature, scope, and limits of the 

social/behavioral sciences. 


